
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
Uptown Main Street Contact: Starsha Valentine 

4618 14th Street NW, 3rd Floor                                                                                            Phone: (202) 270-1461 

Washington, DC 20011 

 

 

RELEASE DATE: August 23, 2019 

  

Uptown Main Street to Collect Donations for Residents Displaced by August 18 Fire 
on Kennedy Street 

  
[Washington, DC - August 23, 2019] — On Sunday, August 18, a fire broke out at 708 Kennedy Street, NW, 
killing two, including a nine year old boy. After an initial investigation, DC officials confirm this was an illegal 
rental property. Uptown Main Street staff and Board of Directors are disheartened by this tragedy and will 
support efforts to help the victims in their recovery.  
 
In order to assist those displaced by the blaze, Uptown Main Street will accept online donations on their 
behalf at www.uptownmainstreet.org/donate. Donations will be accepted until September 23 and will be 
directly distributed to the residents. Donors must list ‘Kennedy Street Fire’ in the notes to ensure the 
donations are allocated correctly. Any donations we are unable to distribute or those collected past the 
September 23 deadline will be donated to The American Red Cross’ fund for Disaster Relief.  
 
Uptown Main Street is a 501(c)3 tax exempt organization.  Any contribution is tax deductible to the extent 
allowed by law.  
 

 -- 
 

Established in 2017, Uptown Main Street (UMS) is a community-based organization that leads initiatives to encourage 
community development and historic preservation efforts along its 2.4 mile corridor (Upper 14th Street NW, north from 
Spring Road to Kennedy/Colorado, and east along Kennedy Street NW from 14th to North Capitol) by building upon 
existing community assets to create a connected, creative, and inclusive business corridor. Uptown Main Street is an 
officially recognized DC Main Streets program, and a member of the National Main Street Center. UMS follows 
the Main Street Center’s 4-point approach (Economic Vitality, Design, Organization and Promotion) and tailors these 
transformation strategies to support the revitalization and preservation of our corridor and to support our 200+ small, 
community-serving businesses. Learn more about us on our website: www.uptownmainstreet.org. 
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